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you tq go to him and speak to him about me. Besides, I hope
that his Eminence may take me under his guardianship.
If he will do this, I shall be happy all the rest of my life.
But it may be difficult to persuade him."
"There will be no difficulty," said Chai. "Though his
Eminence is the most powerful of his Majesty's subjects,
he is somewhat susceptible to praise and flattery. Let him
but see the value of the presents you have brought him, and
not only will he accept you as his ward; he will see that you
get promotion."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was delighted to hear this. They went
on drinking and, after some time, Hsi-mSn said he had
drunk enough. Chai pressed him to drink one more cup, but
Hsi-m£n said he had serious business to attend to on the
morrow and^he dared not drink too much. But, being pressed,
he did drink one cup more.
Chai saw that the boys were served with refreshments and
invited Hsi-men Ch'ing to go and rest in a study in the inner
court. A bed with silken curtains and bed-clothes, exquisitely
perfumed, had been made ready and there were many servants
to wait upon him. JHsi-men Ch'ing lay down alone upon the
bed. This was something to which he was not accustomed
and he found it hard to pass the night. Before dawn he was
anxious to get up, but all the doors were shut and he had to
wait till sunrise. Then & man came with a key and opened
the doors; boys came with water and towels, and Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing dressed. Chai came in and sat with him. A servant
brought a red box in which were thirty different kinds of
delicacies and a silver wine-pot. The wine was poured and
they ate their breakfast.
"After breakfast," the Comptroller said, "I will go before
you to the palace and speak to his Eminence about you. I
will let you know when to send the presents."
Hsi-men thanked him. They took a few cups of wine with
their breakfast and the table was cleared. "Sit here," Chai
said to Hsi-mfen Ch'ing. "I must go, but I shall be back very
soon." It was indeed only a short time before he was back
again. "When I got to the palace," he said, "his Eminence
was washing. There was a host of civil and military officers
waiting to congratulate him on his birthday, but not one of

